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Raynhams’ Newsletter – October 2020 
 

Welcome to this month’s issue! 
A big thank you to Bridget Stanley for providing gardening tips and photos this month and 
to James Hickman for news about the recent renovation of the clock at St Mary’s Church.   
 
Something to look forward to as we get to the end of this year is the 2021 Raynhams’ 
Village Calendar which will showcase all the winning entries to this year’s photo competition. 
Please let us know if you are likely to want to buy a calendar and how many (they make 
great gifts!), so we have an idea of how many to get printed.  Prices and pre-order deadlines 
will be in next month’s newsletter.  
 
Deadlines for submitting photos for the competition are on page 3, and we will need photos 
for November and December by early November to have time to include them in the calendar. 
 
Finally, if you wish to include any news about the Raynhams, or share notices or events then 
please contact us, either by leaving a note in the village hall post box or by emailing us at 
westray.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
 

AGM of the Raynhams’ Village Hall Committee 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Committee will take place on Tuesday 13th  
October starting at 6:30 pm in the village hall, but may be rescheduled if guidance on Covid-
19 changes. If you wish to attend or would like to have an item included in the Agenda, 
then please contact Joy Forman or Paresh Shah by leaving a note in the village hall post 
box or sending an email to westraynham.vhc@gmail.com or pareshs999@gmail.com.  
Attendance may be restricted to comply with social distance guidelines inside the hall. 
 

 
 

Contact details and further information 

• To receive the newsletter by email or to submit photos and articles please send a 
message to westray.newsletter@gmail.com. 

• To book the Raynhams’ village hall for an event, you can leave a message in the post 
box or contact Joy Forman at westraynham.vhc@gmail.com. 

• Newsletters can be downloaded from: https://www.raynhampc.info/documents. 
 

Unsubscribe from the Newsletter 
Ä If you did not sign up to the Newsletter or no longer want to be included in the 

distribution list then send an email to: westray.newsletter@gmail.com. 
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Applications to the Solar Fund 
The Solar Committee thanks everyone who has applied for funding, and the committee will 
do its best to accommodate all of the applications where possible. 

A meeting will be held in October to discuss the applications and decide on the awards to 
be made for 2020. Final decisions will be published by 18th December 2020. 

Thanks again to those making the effort to apply and our gratitude to those who offer their 
services to implement the final decisions. 

 

The clock at St Mary’s Church – James Hickman 
The church clock is an important part of the village’s heritage. It was brought to Raynham 
(probably from London) in the 1860s when the ‘new’ St Mary’s, East Raynham was built. The 
clock itself was made by Vulliamy & Gray, a collaboration which dates it to the 1740s and 
was given to the new church by the 5th Marquess Townshend. He had it installed with only 
its hour hand (although it was manufactured with both hour and minute hands) and with only 
the hour ‘strikes’ connected (although it was made with quarterly ‘chimes’ as well). Presumably 
it was felt that estate workers didn’t need any more precise notion of time. For many years 
it was hand wound weekly. 
 
By the 1990s it was clear that a major refurbishment was required and the entire clock 
was removed for several months and painstakingly restored by Hawards of Ipswich. When 
it was reinstalled, the decision was taken to add back the minute hand and to connect the 
quarterly chimes so that the clock would function as Vulliamy & Gray had originally intended. 
Shortly after the clock was reinstalled, a separate Millennium programme to augment the 
church bells from three to eight was undertaken and the ropes for two of the new bells now 
actually have to pass through the clock.  
 
By 2020 the clock was again in need of a major servicing, this time undertaken during 
lockdown by Michlmayrs of Norwich. The clock fell silent for several months and even had 
its hands removed at one point, but it is now up and running again in all its glory. When 
properly adjusted, it can keep time to within 30 seconds a week - not bad for a machine 
which is nearly 300 years old.  
 
If anyone would like a tour of the tower, please contact James Hickman on 07785 388064. 
The clock can be accessed relatively easily via a narrow spiral stone staircase. Above that 
are the bells and then the roof but to get to these you need to be happy climbing fixed 
metal ladders.   
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Photo competition: Results for September 2020 
For September we had 23 entries which were judged by Paula of Paula Harrison Photography 
in Sculthorpe. The winner for September’s image in the Raynham’s Village Calendar for 2021 
is Ashleigh Britton with a ground level view of several mushrooms, and the runner up is Tracy 
Jolliffe with a sunset over West Raynham. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has submitted 
photos so far and remember you can 
send in pictures from previous years or 
views from your window or garden, so 
you don’t have to leave your home to 
join in.  

  

As we aim to have the calendar printed 
and ready for sale by the end of 
November, the deadline for photos for 
November AND December is 7th 
November. This means that you will 
need to scour your back catalogues for 
images you took in previous Novembers 
and Decembers. We are sure that you 
will have plenty as the beauty of nature 
at this time of year may well have 
encouraged you to pick up your cameras 
- these months also include Bonfire 
Night, Remembrance Sunday, Diwali, 
Hanukkah and Christmas – and all their 
associated activities that you may well 
have photographed in the past.   
 
Please email all photos to: 
westray.newsletter@gmail.com.  The same email address can be used to pre-order your 
copies of the 2021 calendar. 
 

** Deadline for photos for October is 28th October ** 

** Deadline for photos for November and December is 7th November ** 
 
The photo competition is open to all ages with a maximum of five images per participant 
each month. All images must be LANDSCAPE (not portrait), high resolution (min. 300 dpi), 
full size (i.e. uncropped), relevant to the Raynhams and seasonal for the month. 
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Garden & Greenhouse – Bridget Stanley 
 

What's looking good in the garden? The weather certainly turned after the equinox and it’s 
looking a bit different from when I took these photos on 23rd September. There are lots of 
apples on the ground, and we will go and have a clear up when the weather calms down a bit to 
make some cider from the windfalls. Any gardening hints and tips would be much appreciated 
from any of our lovely gardeners.  
 

Dahlia ‘Bishop's Children’   Hibiscus         Rose ‘Olympic Spirit’ 

 
 

Probably the last of the cucumbers for this year 
and the variety is ‘Burpless’ - great name, and a 
great producer. 

Chilli pepper ‘Basket of Fire’. Lots of small, very 
decorative, medium heat chillies.  I saved seed from 
last year and sowed these in February indoors. 

  

All the tomatoes did well this year. This one might 
just have to ripen in the kitchen! Variety unknown, 
the seeds from a Lidl tomato bought in March. 

 

Companion planting with French marigolds. Seems to 
keep whitefly away. 
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Recipe Corner: Sloe Gin – Judy Pell 
Another seasonal recipe but this time for a 
winter tipple. Sloe gin is a firm favourite in our 
household and this recipe is basically my Mum’s, 
taken from her copy of ‘The Home 
Encyclopaedia’. Proportions vary slightly amongst 
recipes, as do the embellishments, but if in doubt 
add a little more gin and/ or sugar to taste - for 
preservation purposes. You could use other stone 
fruit too – like damsons which many of you have 
in your gardens. You can drink it neat, with tonic, 
or how about with champagne as a Christmas 
cocktail – it will just about be ready in time if 
you start now. Happy sloe picking! 
 
If you have a recipe to share, especially if it has 
a personal story with it, then either post it in 
the village hall post box or email it to: 
westray.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Insects in the garden: Paresh Shah 
September has been a bit quiet for insect spotting with periods 
of wet, cloudy and/or windy weather throughout the month. In 
early September an immature female speckled bush-cricket was 
spotted on our patio. This bush cricket is usually found on 
nettles, brambles and other low vegetation.   
Besides wasps feeding on our fallen 
apples and pears, there are also 
sap (or picnic) beetles, which are 
small and black with four irregular 
yellow spots on the abdomen.   
From the middle of the month, 
coinciding with the cold weather, cluster flies have started 
coming in to hibernate in our loft, and can be found on the 
insides of our windows. They resemble small houseflies but are 
grey in colour rather than black.  Cluster flies are parasites 
of earthworms and by the time you read this the larvae will be 
getting ready to spend Winter inside their earthworm hosts 
before pupating and metamorphosing into adults next Spring.  
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West Raynham Nature Notes: David Stubbs 
 

We have had some lovely and some atrocious weather in September and it has been all change 
in the wildlife world. Summer is definitely behind us and the autumn glut of wild berries, fallen 
fruit and mushrooms sprouting up is all around us. 
 
Our last nesting swifts departed on the 6th – we hope their young fledged successfully, but 
unfortunately we didn’t see them leave.  House martins and swallows hung on until the middle of 
the month and on some evenings I noted swirling flocks of over 60 birds high over the village.  
I did see a few house martins towards the end of the month, but I think these were passage 
birds and not straggling locals. 
 
Most of the summer warblers had already gone, but there were plenty of chiffchaffs in the 
hedgerows and woodland edges, and some even ventured into gardens. September is the time 
when post-breeding mixed species flocks of small birds can be found. Typically you might think 
there is nothing around and then the next minute every bush and tree seems to be alive with 
blue tits, great tits, long-tailed tits, goldcrests, chaffinches and sometimes treecreepers, 
blackcaps, coal tits, marsh tits and chiffchaffs. 
 
While the summer birds have been checking out for their long journeys south, the influx of 
wintering birds has just begun. In the latter part of the month several siskins appeared along 
the riverside woodlands and in the village. The lesser redpoll is scarce round here, but I noted 
a few around the village this month and redwings have just started returning. Meadow pipits 
and skylarks are also passing through. Wintering ducks like teal and gadwall are returning to 
Raynham Lake. You may also be lucky enough on occasions to see or hear a heron, little egret 
or kingfisher along the valley. 
 
There have been lots of rarities reported along the North Nofolk coast this month including 
various shrikes, warblers and flycatchers, as well as good passage of seabirds, but nothing of 
particular note has yet ventured inland to West Raynham – or at least not been noticed. I am 
sure that many of these coastal rarities that attract hordes of birders eventually disperse 
inland and are very rarely seen again – it’s like looking for a needle in a haystack. 
 
One thing we cannot miss is the flock of greylag geese!  There are over 300 of them gathered 
on the parkland and in stubble fields.  Nearly every day they make a noisy, low-level passage 
over the village.   
 
Normally September is a good time for butterflies, as lots of red admirals, peacocks and various 
whites are attracted to fruit trees and late flowers such as sedum, aster and especially ivy.  
This year has been disappointing in that respect, but if you look carefully at a patch of ivy 
flowers, you should notice it alive with other insects such as bees, wasps and hoverflies. The 
hedge bank at the top of Hollow Lane opposite the new barn conversions is a great example of 
this. 
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On the last day of the month, during a rare bright 
interlude, I saw a hummingbird hawk moth, which is quite 
late for this species. They really do fly like hummingbirds, 
darting fast between flowers, and are striking with their 
orange-coloured hindwing evident in flight and black and 
white chequered body.  They overwinter as adults in 
unheated outbuildings and in crevices and holes in walls 
and trees. Although not rare, hummingbird hawk moths 
are not a daily sight, so it is always great to find one.  
 

 
St Margaret’s Churchyard nature conservation project 
On 27 September I organised a working party to help plant out over 500 wildflower plugs in a 
small section of the churchyard.  This is part of the project to create a more wildlife rich 
environment on this site. The species chosen reflect what can be found commonly in the area 
along road verges, such as knapweed, scabious, agrimony, ladies bedstraw and birds-foot trefoil.  
As these become established, they will provide colourful variety to the grassy areas in the 
churchyard and be a valuable source of nectar for a wide range of pollinating insects. 
 

Many thanks to all those who came along on the day and also to those who support the project.  
We hope everyone in the village will appreciate what is being done. 

 

   
 

 
 
 
  

If you have any unusual nature observations during the month, please let me know: 
David Stubbs: davidstubbs1@btinternet.com or WhatsApp me on 07974922197 

Hummingbird hawk moth: photo Graeme 
Mounteney (Butterfly Conservation website) 
 
 

Some of the planting party, L-R: Sandra & Alan Forsyth, Helen Brook, Simon & Karen 
Barratt, Françoise Walker, Paresh Shah and Jan Mata (plus Chimi and Lottie) 
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Word searches 
Now the children have gone back to school, here are a few puzzles to test how much you 
remember from your own school days! 
 

  
 

  
 
 

© thewordsearch.com
© thewordsearch.com

© thewordsearch.com
© thewordsearch.com
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Open Gardens – 19 July 2020 
 

Last of the photos from our ‘virtual Open Gardens’ and let’s hope for the real thing next year! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

David Stubbs 

Sandra Forsyth 

Bridget Stanley 

Helen Brooke François Walker Roy Vickery 
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 St Margaret's Church – David Stubbs Denise Hickman Paresh Shah 

Mick Harris 

Tracy Jolliffe 

Jan Mundy 


