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RAYNHAM PARISH COUNCIL APM MINUTES 
 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 29th May 2018 at West Raynham Village Hall. 

 

In Attendance 

Cllrs David Sidell (Chair), Richard Brooke, Tracey Fenn, Graham Coombes, Jodie Bond (Clerk), Cllr Tom 

Fitzpatrick, Tom Raynham, PC Rich Dawson, 12 members of the public 

 

1. Cllr Sidell opened the meeting at 6.30p.m. and welcomed those present. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Buck and Cllr Joice.  Apologies accepted.   

 

2. Chairman’s Report 

Cllr Sidell summarised the events that have occurred over the past year.  Thanks was given to the 

Clerk and Mike Chesney for his help around the village. 

Cllr Sidell advised of the new Parish Council website which would go live within the next few days. 

www.raynhampc.info 

 

3. PC Rich Dawson 

  PC Dawson introduced himself and advised that he covers community engagement in our area. 

 Since the loss of the PCSOs in March this year, one of the PCSOs has joined the force as an officer.  

Another, is also still within the business but in another area of Norfolk. 

 

 They still have 5 teams of 6 Police Constables at Fakenham and are still maintaining community 

engagement.  The only branches open for walk ins are Great Yarmouth, Kings Lynn and Norwich due 

to there being courts in these areas. 

 

 Due to low footfall in all other areas the decision was made to close the other stations. 

 

The police are looking for volunteers to become Special Officers. Those interested must be able to 

commit to16 hours per month.  There is no upper age limit.  All applicants would have to pass tests to 

qualify. 

 

 AKIS (A Key Information System) is in place relating to events which may be coming into the area.  This 

system helps notify land owners quickly if any issues in the area i.e. travellers etc. 

 

 The only concerning crimes in the area recently were 3 van break ins by 2 people. 

 

 PC Dawson explained that Fakenham Station front office is closed but the station is still used as an 

operating office.  However, they only allow walk ins on Wednesdays between 1pm and 3pm...this is 

not for people to come in to report 4 day old crimes, as it would be likely to be too late and forensic 

would be lost...but people are welcomed to come along to discuss other issues. 

 

999 emergency calls are for risk to life or limb or for a crime that is happening now.  101 is for non 

urgent police matters.  There is also a yellow phone on the outside of the building at Fakenham Police 

Station that you can ring to speak to an officer or you can call 101 or email via the website 

www.norfolk.police.uk or to PC Dawson direct. 

 

 Clerk to raise information sheet/ details on the website to include details of latest scams etc.  

  

 Every 3 months there is a safer neighbourhood action meeting on a Wednesday evening between 7-

8pm where anything can be discussed.  They would be pleased to have a representative from 

Raynham attend. 

 

4. Tom Raynham of Raynham Estate 

Tom gave an update on the Estates premises licence, which following some objections which were 

addressed, the licence has been granted. 

 

Tom added that the events that would be planned would benefit the local businesses. 

 

A website is currently being developed which will include details of all events www.raynham.co.uk 

Tom will also feed information to the Parish Council for inclusion on the PC website and or newsletters. 

 

There will be a pop up restaurant in the walled garden on 14th,15th and 16th June, other events include 

Theatre nights and a Summer Fete on Saturday 14th July among others. 

 

Tom added that his door is always open should anyone have any questions. 

 

 

 

http://www.raynhampc.info/
http://www.norfolk.police.uk/
http://www.raynham.co.uk/


DRAFT until agreed at the next meet  

2 of 3 

 

5. Cllr Tom Fitzpatrick 

 The NCC Leader has stepped down due to ill health, very sad news. 

 

There is ongoing work on the Digital Committee by looking for the council to use more efficient 

technology. 

 

The website is being overhauled at the moment. 

 

Surveys have been done on mobile phone coverage in Norfolk – operators tell us that the coverage is 

good but NCC have been mapping it and have now got a comprehensive map online via the NCC 

website. 

 

 Norfolk is getting 95% broadband coverage but still working on it further. 

 

They are looking at possible buildings with options to put masts on some roofs etc. 

 

 Trading standards advise to take care when buying electrical goods as faulty or counterfeit products 

may cause fires. Look out for scams and warning on goods. 

 

The NCC are working hard to towards children in care, and looking to help them with council tax up 

to the age of 25 years instead of 18 years. 

 

 Much resurfacing works has been going on; pot holes are continuing to be filled. 

 

 The public consultation period is open for the Norwich Western Link until 3rd July 2018. 

 

There was much discussion regarding traffic and speed in the village.   

 

 Cars stopping near the school in West Raynham is a serious issue. A barrier at the end of the school exit 

path is required.  Many parishioners believe the speed limit should be 20mph.  There is no speed 

restriction on Hollow Lane.  The wet weather and tractors have caused the mud from the banks either 

side of the road to fall onto the road surface and make the road narrower, making it more difficult for 

cars to pass safely and for pedestrians. 

 

 Rumble strips were suggested, along with SAM machines, a Speed Watch group would be ideal.  Any 

volunteers can get in touch with PC Dawson for more information. 

 

 Parish Council to liaise with Tom Raynham re options for school parents to drop and collect children 

from school.  The Village Hall car park had been suggested in the past, but the response had come 

back that it was too far for the parents to walk. 

 

6. Village Hall Committee 

Various works have been carried out to the hall.  The lights are an issue and an electrician suggested 

LED lighting. 

 

It is planned to get the heating put onto a timer which would switch off every hour, unless you require 

it for longer.  This work is due to start in a week or two. 

 

The rear alley way needs weeding.  Permission was given to put a membrane down, but new gravel is 

required.  Tom Raynham agreed to look into this to possibly help. 

 

The Solar Farm funds have helped pay for work required and finances are good. Cllr Fitzpatrick 

suggested The Big Society Fund for future projects.  Monica was aware. 

 

Some new members are required to continue the Hall Committee, so any volunteers would be greatly 

received.  Please contact Monica. 

  

7. Solar Fund Committee 

 Cllr Sidell gave an update of the Solar Fund.  £9000 has been awarded this year. 

 

There are currently 7 members, however new members would be welcomed.  The committee meet 

on a Wednesday night. 

The account name has been changed from the Amenities Fund to West Raynham Solar Fund and has 

been separated from the Parish Council. 

 

Monica will advertise for any local projects that may want funding.  The defibrillator bid may be 

submitted this year too. 

 

8. Other Committees 

 None 
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9. General Public 

The swing in the play area needs investigating.  Cllr Sidell advised that ROSPA will be inspecting the 

equipment in June and the PC will follow up on any recommendations. 

 

 The play area fencing needs attention. Cllr Sidell will liaise with Tom Raynham. 

 

Tom Raynham will be looking at the trees that may require removal and following discussions with 

NCC Highways will look at getting better drainage runs to allow better flood water drainage from the 

pond, plus other landscaping works. 

 

A parishioner mentioned the cherry trees on the chapel green.  One tree appears to be dead.  Tom 

Raynham advised that it is not dead but he will look into cutting down dead limbs. 

 

A parishioner mentioned the wall near the river which has a gap in it, which, with deep water the 

other side is dangerous. 

 

A parishioner asked about the river walk which is currently obstructed by a fallen tree. 

 

Tom R advised that he had recently employed a maintenance man that would look into this and also 

be looking at various areas for improvement.  

 

 

Chairman closed the APM at 8pm and thanked all that attended. 

 

 

 

Signed by Chairman: ............................................................................................ Date: ............................................... 


